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1. Introduction 
This document includes a compilation of  the public comments received for the Sky View Elementary School 
New Classroom Project (proposed project) Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND)(State 
Clearinghouse No. 2025020635). The Perris Elementary School District (PESD or District) proposes the 
implementation of  the proposed project that includes construction of  a new two-story classroom and the 
expansion of  existing kitchen facilities at Sky View Elementary School in the City of  Perris.  

1.1 BACKGROUND 
1.1.1 Project Location 
The 8.6-acre project site is located within the existing Sky View ES campus at 625 Mildred Street in the City of  
Perris (Assessor’s Parcel Number 311-170-009) in Riverside County (project site). The project site is 
approximately 1.1 miles east of  Interstate 215 (I-215) and approximately 2 miles northeast of  State Route 74 
(SR-74). Local access to the project site is provided by Mildred Street to the north and Murrieta Road to the 
east.  

1.1.2 Proposed Project  
The District proposes to construct a new two-story classroom building with exterior improvements in the 
southwestern portion of  the Sky View ES and expand an existing kitchen located in the western portion of  the 
Sky View ES campus (proposed project). The new two-story classroom building would contain 10 new 
classrooms, an Art classroom and a Science labs, restrooms, a work room, mechanical and storage rooms, and 
other utility rooms. The addition of  the classrooms and labs would increase the student capacity on the Sky 
View ES campus by a maximum of  324 students, a total increase of  approximately 45 percent.. 

Additionally, the proposed project would include exterior changes and additions such as the relocation of  three 
basketball courts, an outdoor learning space, and two outdoor shade structures with benches within the project 
site. The proposed project would not require the demolition of  any existing buildings. 

 

1.2 INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION  
An Initial Study (IS) was prepared for the project and concluded that there will be less-than-significant impacts 
on the environment with the incorporation of  mitigation measures; therefore, a mitigated negative declaration 
(MND) was prepared for the project. Based on the information in the IS/MND, the project would not result 
in any potentially significant environmental impacts. 

Under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), a lead agency is not required to prepare formal 
responses to comments on an MND. However, CEQA requires the District to have adequate information on 
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the record explaining why the comments do not affect the conclusion of  the MND that there are no potentially 
significant environmental effects. In the spirit of  public disclosure and engagement, the District, as the lead 
agency, has responded to all written comments submitted on the MND during the 30-day public review period, 
which began February 20, 2025, and ended March 21, 2025. 

1.3 DOCUMENT FORMAT 
This document is organized as follows: 

Chapter 1, Introduction. This section describes CEQA requirements and content of  this document. 
Additionally, this section describes the public engagement that was conducted for the project.  

Chapter 2, Response to Comments. This section provides a list of  agencies and interested persons who 
commented on the IS/MND, copies of  comment letters received during the public review period. References 
to “comment letters” or “written comments,” as used herein, refers to any written communication, including 
emails and letters submitted during the public review period. To facilitate review, each comment letter has been 
reproduced and assigned a number— A1 and A2 for comment received from state and local agencies and 
organizations, and R1 and R2 for comments received from residents and the general public. Two comment 
letters were received from state and local agencies; however, no comments were received. Individual comments 
have been numbered for each letter, and the letter is followed by responses with references to the corresponding 
comment number. 

1.4 CEQA REQUIREMENTS REGARDING COMMENTS AND RESPONSES 
CEQA Guidelines, Section 15204(b), outlines parameters for submitting comments on negative declarations, 
and reminds persons and public agencies that the focus of  review and comment of  MNDs should be on the 
proposed findings that the project will not have a significant effect on the environment. If  the commenter 
believes that the project may have a significant effect, they should: (1) Identify the specific effect, (2) Explain 
why they believe the effect would occur, and (3) Explain why they believe the effect would be significant. 

CEQA Guidelines, Section 15204(c), further advises, “Reviewers should explain the basis for their comments, 
and should submit data or references offering facts, reasonable assumptions based on facts, or expert opinion 
supported by facts in support of  the comments. Pursuant to Section 15064, an effect shall not be considered 
significant in the absence of  substantial evidence.”  

Section 15204(d) also states, “Each responsible agency and trustee agency shall focus its comments on 
environmental information germane to that agency’s statutory responsibility.” Section 15204 (e) states, “This 
section shall not be used to restrict the ability of  reviewers to comment on the general adequacy of  a document 
or of  the lead agency to reject comments not focused as recommended by this section.” 

Finally, CEQA does not require a lead agency to conduct every test or perform all research, study, and 
experimentation recommended or demanded by commenters. When responding to comments, lead agencies 
need only respond to potentially significant environmental issues and do not need to provide all information 
requested by reviewers, as long as a good-faith effort at full disclosure is made in the environmental document.  
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1.5 PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 
1.5.1 Notice of Intent to Adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration  
Per CEQA Guidelines Sections 15072 and 15073, after preparation of  an IS, the District determined that an 
MND would be appropriate for the project and circulated a Notice of  Intent (NOI) to Adopt an MND. The 
30-day public review period for the IS/MND was from February 20, 2025 to March 21, 2025, per CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15073(a). Public notification of  the IS/MND included the following methods. 

 NOI sent to addresses within 500 feet of  Sky View Elementary School. 
 NOI sent to state and local agencies. 

Additionally, copies of  the IS/MND and NOI were made available for review at the following locations: 

 Perris Elementary School District, 143 E. 1st Street, Perris, CA 92570 
 Sky View Elementary School, 625 Mildred Street, Perris, CA 92571 

 
The documents can also be accessed online at: https://www.perrisesd.org/o/pesd/page/facilities 
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2. Response to Comments 
This section provides all written comments received on the circulated MND and the District’s responses to 
each comment. Comment letters and specific comments within those letters are assigned an alphanumeric 
designation for reference purposes. The following is a list of  all comment letters received on the circulated 
MND during the 30-day public review period, which began February 20, 2025, and ended March 21, 2025. 

The following is a list of  agencies and persons that submitted comments on the MND during the public review 
period. 

 
Number 

Reference Commenting Person/Agency Date of Comment Page No. 
Agencies & Organizations 

A1 Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) February 24, 2025 2-3 

A2 Eastern Municipal Water District (EMWD) March 13, 2025 2-9 
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COMMENT LETTER A1 – Department of Toxic Substances Control (3 pages) 
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A1. Response to Comments from Department of Toxic Substances Control, received on February 
24, 2025. 

A1-1 This comment introduces the comment letter and briefly describes the proposed project. No 
response is required. 

A1-2 This comment outlines the requirements of  the California Education Code for State-funded 
projects and recommendations for non-State-funded projects. The District would follow all 
applicable procedures and requirements for the implementation of  the proposed project. 
Hazards and hazardous materials were evaluated in Section 4.9, Hazards and Hazardous Materials, 
of  the IS/MND. This comment does not identify a deficiency in the IS/MND nor a new or 
exacerbated potential significant environmental impact. No changes to the IS/MND are 
required. 

A1-3 This comment recommends that any imported soils be sampled to ensure it is free of  
contamination. The proposed project would not import soils to backfill any excavated areas. 
This comment does not address the adequacy of  the analysis in the IS/MND, and no further 
response is necessary. 

A1-4 This comment expresses appreciation for including DTSC in the environmental review process. 
No further response is necessary. The District will consider all comments and recommendations 
as part of  its decision-making for this project. 
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COMMENT LETTER A2 – Eastern Municipal Water District (4 pages) 
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A2. Response to Comments from Eastern Municipal Water District, received on March 13, 2025. 

A2-1 This comment requests consultation between the lead agency and the District to discuss the 
requirement of  facility/pipeline improvements for the proposed project. This comment 
provides steps to set up the meeting and the how to proceed once the meeting is held. As 
discussed in Section 4.19, Utilities and Service Systems, the campus is currently being served by 
EMWD water mains; the proposed project would connect to existing water mains and system 
improvements would be designed and constructed in accordance with the California Building 
Code and CALGreen requirements. Additionally, no off-site water or sewer improvement would 
be required for the proposed project. However, a meeting the District submitted the Due 
Diligence Form and contacted EMWD was March 25, 202 discuss the development of  the 
proposed project. This comment does not identify a deficiency in the IS/MND nor a new or 
exacerbated potential significant environmental impact. No changes to the IS/MND are 
required. 
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